The Citizens Union for Progress 
A Proud History 


Tri-City Citizens Union for Progress was begun in 

1966 by clergy and civil rights activists from Newark, 

Paterson and Jersey City to counteract the crisis and 

chaos prevalent in Urban communities time. 
residents, caused by the ex- 

pansion of colege fecities focused the New 

relocation. rehabitaton and 


velopment agency employing over sixty staff members. 

In the past thirteen years, the Citizens Union for 
Progress has grown in response to the needs of the 
West Side Park community and demonstrated a stability 


rarely attained by neighborhood groups. The Citizens 
Union for Progress has: 


‘+ Rehabiitated over 300 units of housing 

* Organized Amity Village 1, a housing cooperative 
of 96 families 

‘* Acquired ownership and management of 
units of housing now called Amity iege an 

* Provided housing maintenance for 300 units 

* Developed programs for insulation, winterization 
and energy conservation for homeowners, 

ceed Neate E energy residential 
hot water heating system 

* Established a Neighborhood Aid and information 

ter 


* Started a neighborhood credit union 

* Provided a bi-cultural child care program for 120 
children between the ages of two and eight 

Maintained a preventive health care cinic for all 

neighborhood women and children 

Organized summer employment, recreation and 

tutorial programs for youth in the community 

* Offered technical assistance to other 
neighborhood-based groups 

* Involved the community in city-wide and national 
coalition efforts through participation in the 
Newark Coalition for Neighborhoods and the 
National Association of Neighborhoods 
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Coopera! 


g Agencies 
* New Jersey Conservation Foundation 


E mT ane 
Washingtor 


* New Jersey Institute of Technology 


* Newark Housing Development 
and Rehabilitation Corporation 


West Side Park Revitalization Program 
under contract HGS win tre Oiee of tte 
Development, U. S. Department of Housing and Urban 


æ 


sponsored by Tri-City 
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st Side Park Neighborhood Revitali 
is bringing new resources into the 
pborheodi to rei residents rebuild 

ity, The project activi 
ning, development and participation. 
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includ 


development 


Decining neighborhoods 


pii 


planning 


Working with project staff and consultants hired by 
the Citizens Union for Propress, residents and business 
e e of their neighborhood. 
The Nei fevitalzation Project wi 
1) Ae Needs: 
æ Collect existing information 
* Conduct new surveys and studies where 
needed 
* Take a survey of neighborhood residents 


ed 

arson, inadeguate city services, chime and 

8 lack of community organization. The Citizens Unon 
ss believes that revitalization in the 

Hg tgs le on atbonige 


* Help home owners get home 
improvement loans 

< Assist neighborhood small 
business owners in getting 
loans for improvement and 


* Attract new businesses into 
a 


participation 


par “aking, with neighborhood residents makes it clear 
at 


has several advanta 

Bxsting housing is sound and can be improved 

at a reasonable cos 

Tee a e 
Cost: encourage resident ownership. 

Rental possibilities make ownership more at- 

tractive for moderate income buyers. 

The neighborhood is tar 

home improvement loans and low interest 


v 
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The Citizens Union for Progress is providing a 
variety of family and community se 

Residents and business owners are starting to 
organize and work together. 

7. Public transportation is frequent and convenient. 


o 


With a contract from HUD's 
y 


2) Sponsor Hearings and on: 
Housing and Rehabilitation 

Land Use for Open Space 

Home Improvement/Energy Conservation 
Home Buying in the Neighborhoods 
e T 


3) Identity Projects and Sponsors: 
* Issue Reports and Recommendations 

Set Priorities 

Design Projects 

‘Secure Sponsorshi 


* Identify Funding Sources 


Office of 
bo Care (ncn te Progess 
working to encourage reinvestment, 
in the West Side Park area. Rebuik 

jod takes money. Avai- 


‘prime the pump" or leverage private 
investment in the neighborhood 
The revitalization plan wil attract 
‘money into the neighborhood te 
e Res eases r 
come home buyers to secure 
mortgage loans 


Roofing crew repairs cooperatively owned buiding. 


that the “neighborhood is going down.” Planning 
development activities can't get the support they Teed if 
neighborhood morale is low. Efforts to expand and im- 
prove needed services. sre a pronty hr cedar hap 
people feel more confident about their neighborhood, 
The Citizens Union for Progress has started to 
attack these problems in two ways: by helping to 
organize new block clubs and supporting existing one: 
Prd by stoping up youth ectoes 
Programs already in action are: 
CRIME PREVENTION 
NEIGHBORHOOD CLEAN-UP 
YOUTH EMPLOYMENT AND RECREATION 
jefore this revitalization effort began, there had 
been no neigrirhoad vada orperiany in The West Soe 


‘of moving out be- 
fore considering 
how to work to 


tay to rebuild 
their neighbor- 
hood. 


“Let's work together to build our neighborhoods block by block.” 


